THE CCIENCE FICTICN NEZWS LETTER Putlished weekly at

An EMPRESS Putlication 86-1C 117th Street,
Five cents the ccpy; 6 for 25¢. Richmend Hill, N.Y.
Volume III, Number 1l4. Whole Nurber 66. Fetruary 25tk, 1i939.

SCARCELY CREDIBLE CCMITUNICATION

Frem Sam Moskewitz: "Befcre you read any further I strongly ad-
vise that you take 3 gerd grip con ycurself {and incidentally the
chalr)., Prepare a gocdly supply of restoratives and a scft place to
fall should ycu suddenly pass culiese. Taurasi and myself weuld like
tke honcr of guest-editing The (clence Ficticn News Letter during the
three weeks you are away on-vacation!!iiil... 1If youaccept our offer
we premise to dc a good Job con the News Letter...making a real con-—
scilenticus effort to maintain and better your standard. No tomfool-
ery intanded...."

We have put away the smelling-salts and have reccvered suffic~
iently from the blow tetween the eyes dealt by the avove's message
coherently to think. We naturally never expected anything of this
socrt frem rivals Moskewitz & Taurasi. #e had, in fact, only a short
while ago, gratefully accepted the offer of Jeckn 3. Michel to publish
Kell Jduring our vacation, with Donald A. ¥ellheim & Frederik Fchl ac-
ting as newshawks. But when we received the Moskowitz Mlzssive, vwe
rad the glimmer of a very screwy idea which might easily hecome prac-—
ticablie, should rothrsets of weculd-be publishers agree to it. Very
screwy Idea folleows:

Trat there be twe edltions of Nell each cf the weeks we are re—
Lieved cf the responsibility of belng stooge to great financial in-
stitutiors. WMicheil-Pohl~Wecllhelnm to dc the issue of May 6 (Vol. III,
No. 24a, Wnole Number 7€). loskcwitz-Taurasi, upon receipt of same,
Fo perpetrate issue of May 9 or 17 {(Vol, III, No. 24t, Wheole Nuuber
TEAY. W-f-TW, one week after #76, dc issue of dMay 13 (vol. III, Ne.
2%a, WN 77). MN-T,. &c, &c. Clear?  Agreeable? In this way, eachdl
the groups will easily %be atle to refute the misstatements ox
fact made by the other group (We have 2little doubt that each
proxXy-publisher will have things tc say about the cther--they have
rad plenty to say in the past.).... Subscribers would receive 2-for-i
at no extra charge. Nell will reimburse publishers, of ccurse.

What say you, gentlemen?

FUTTRIAN BCY YAKED GCOD
Az noted in passing last week, Isaac Asimov, Secretary of the

Futurian Scciety, has made his second & third sales to the pres: "Ad
Astra", a 690C-worder, %o Astounding OScilence -~ Fiction, and "Ring
Around the HSun", a bit sherter in lengtk, to Science Fiction. Mr A

denies tkat a sequel to the latter is being prepared, entitled '"Ring
Arourd tre Rosie", dedicated to Britain's Mr Rosenblunm.

And new for the 5 favorite fantascience films of our rudding
genius, listed while under the influence of the trew dispensed at a
Brooklyn soda-fount! "Things te Come', "King Kong", "Son of Keong",
"Frankenstein™ & "Dracula".

5. K¢ & Ce.

New Universal's latest serial is "SBueck Rcgers", tased on tke
?rhil Nowian-Dick Zalkine otrip, featuring Buster Crabbe as Buck, Con-
- stance Mocre as Wilma & Jackie Moran ag Buddy Dare (Deering?}. There
are 12 (thrill-packed, no Acubt) crhapters. Chapter 1, titled "Tomor-
row's World", teging at N. Y.'s neighborhood houses Feb. 24



IT IS NOT YET

"How America Entered the Next World War" is a picture-fable to
be found in Lock for Feb. 28. Based on an article by John Haynes
Holmes in The Christlian Century and supresedly written 1in 1991, the
4-page rrophecy 1s made up of retcuched and vcsed phctog and a2 scene
from "Things to Come". The cover-photo-~trat of a gasmasked child
praying--is from this cff~trail kit cof stf... Algo inethis ildEtlemis
a 3-page plcture review cf Universal's "Son of Frankenstein", which,
says Lock, "starts a new herrer cycle...Death rays, space-ships, dis-~
Integraticn teams and cther weirdly lethal instruments are Ttelng
tuilt in every property skop. 'Nightmares for everybedy' is the Hel-
lywood slogan for a more horrible 1939."

Samuel Eopkins Adams' "The Werld Gces Smash', story of the Amer-
ican reveluticn of 1949, first serialized in Liberty in Sept., 1937--
later published in bcek forxz--makes ancther appearance in the N. Y.
Post Feb. 15...Tre David McKay Cc.'s Feature Beck #18 is Lee Falk &
Phil Davis'! "Mandrake the Magician", reprinting the cartoon strip
from Sept. 13, 1937 thru Jan. 29, 1938--10¢...¥m. Ritt & Clarence
Gray's "Brick Bradfori”, nhaving dcne with the TFertress of Fear, will
next .te embroiled with an evil genius, Avil Blue, who creates "The
Metal lonster--a titanic rcect menace to ail mankind"...Bernard Mask-
wicz, Pantasy Digest artist, has scld cartoons to Hocey, the defunct
nUmoOr Mag.

We dropped in at the Miami Theater {on soon-to-be-El-less #6th
L. dnd saw the Latin Films presentation of "4 new edition of Gab-
riele d'&nnunzis's masterpiece, 'Cabiria'", which is evidently a very
cld Itailan silent picture. Tt is a non-talxie, but sound has %been
added, and there are new #nglish & Italian titles. The story
takes place scme time Leforse the Christian Zra--as Mr Wells would
gay--and deais with the Roman wars of colenization and with sgacri-
fices to the god Moloch, etc. The fantastic element is provided by a
maglc ring nbich Protects its owner, Fulvius, & Romarn opy, from 21l
narf.... "Cabiria", which plays to Saturday afterhocn audiences of
&0, e 'noWy for some reascen, in its third week.

THE FPOGHL VAULT

The Futurian Society of New York, one of the largect and wmost
actlve fan groups ever tc exist, 1s so proud of its prcwess 1in cne
city that it may shorily sponscor a world-wide organization. If 1t
goes thru, the new group will have an organizational set-up of an en-
tlrely new type, and cne whichk should cbviate the faults which con-
tributed to the break-up c¢f the ISA and make +the OFL and 3FA rela-
tively impotent (to nane Eiminy " naaeieg o dczens)...John Michel has
bioomed as a tard by peddling & poem to a iccal newsrpaper... “he de-
tails of tlke new S-handed, Jd~player chescker game, scheduled to appear
rarojn, will te delayed 1nﬁef1n1L9 ¥, a8 gllies~phi, the inventors,
havern't yet buckled 4cwn & played it out. In case anyone is interes-
tLed 2p

TIE WEEK 'S ARRIVALS

Fartasy-News, Fet 12, V2#8

Le Vombiteur, Feb 18, va#e

“he 24 of "frase Sc affairs" putblisked ty the Los Angeles, GFL,
,('

urdated, untitled, featuring a tritute tc¢ the late Joseph Hatech and
"Sakira of the Whitbe Fy’:nder” by Ferrest J Ackerman; ''Has Science-
Fiction a Future2" & "Extremes & Extremitys" by Chas. D. Hornig &
Lale Ha rt) and a "sophisticated phar%a”y” Ty Ralph Milne Farley'"The
Man Whe “Sculd Turn Back the Clock" 5¢ from Bx 6475, Met Sta, LA/Cal
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